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An Analysis of Patents Covered by the Declaration on Support
for Countermeasures against COVID-19
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The COVID-19 pandemic raised global concerns that pharmaceutical patents could restrict access to medicines in
developing countries. In response, 20 Japanese companies issued the Declaration on Support for Countermeasures
against COVID-19 through Intellectual Property in May 2020, pledging non-enforcement of patent rights; the number
of participating companies later expanded to 98. This study analyzed 7,744 patents held by 101 companies and
organizations to examine patterns of intellectual property use. The analysis identified three industrial groups—R&D-
intensive, traditional manufacturing, and emerging information industries—and two modes of social contribution:
“decentralized,” through open IP sharing, and “concentrated,” through focused technological efforts. Medical device

companies were particularly active in the latter, underscoring the need to balance patent protection with social

responsibility.
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